Chess success means staying several moves ahead
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EPHRATA — Lillian Jackson is not » m:ve
afraid to say she likes playing chess. I e
“It requires brain power as well as fo b
trying not to freak out,” the Ephrata thia years
11-year-old said. Waisolit
And that’s important. ” Vil g L
“Whenever I freak out, I lose, she Chats
Helt | ik Tournament.
It’s Saturday, and Jackson 1s sta_nd- .
ing in the Parkway SFhEOI gymlé?gl- _
um, holding a page of chess puzz.c
exercises, having just finished playing
a third-round game in the Waypoint
Foundation’s Scholastic Chess
ament. % .
Tog%?le last one is very hard,” she s:-,:1d
of the puzzle sheet. Then she looks a
her father, Eric, and asks him a ques-
tion. | :
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cHEss it DI'Dblem [ told her

she had to do it herself” § =
from A1 he said.
lee mﬂl’l}’ Of the par_ R

‘ ents present on Saturda
I just stand here,” Eric said he helps his =

the father said a moment daughter practice chess. '
later. “I was telling her “I know the basics,” W aaec - |
I wouldn’t help her with he said. S
Lillian, however is d ol e ]
having none of that
“He beats me every

time,” she whispers as.
. she sm]]_es »g

it this way, not freakm . e el i S
out is one Df thE I‘U.IES, f,{-’-;.-i-:_'-;r" o Charles H. Featherstmneﬁ@olumbla Basin Heralci
chess is supposed to Trung Tran, of Moses Lake, reviews chess problems
teach, according to Roger with his son Joshua, 12, and daughter Gianna, 9, at
Pugh, one of the found- the Waypoint Foundation’s annual chess tournament
~ ers and organizers of the in Ephrata on Saturday.
- Waypoint Foundation’s -
‘annual Ephrata chess 5

tournament. ~ of chess because it teach- time attendees at the
Pugh and hlS bruth- . es that and it’s quite Waypoint Tournament.
_er Troy first organlzed fun,” he said. All six of their sons have
the chess tournament Around 60 kids from © played chess, and their
around 15 years ago to  all over Grant County oldest won the tourna-
honor their other broth- were in Ephrata on .. . ment some years ago.
er Ryan, a three-time  Saturday to test their =~ Their two youngest sons,
high school chess cham- skills and see if they = = Ben and Andrew, played
pion who died in a car  could remain undefeated. in Saturday’s tourna-
accident in 2001. “It’s fun,” said Dallin. ment.
“We believe that if a  Plaisted, 12, of Ephrata. . “Most of the kids
kid can learn the game  “It’s taught me to always emoy it, some really
of chess, they can go  be 10 moves ahead.” enjoy it,” he said. “Ben
through thinking ahead,”  Plaisted, who recenﬂy - loves it; thinks of it
he said. had to have surgery for = as a battle, a war, an
Mostly, that means a brain aneurysm, said

i : - Opponent he S |
not getting caught up in  ‘he’d managed to win two desfroy. He's Vi%nguﬁ : ;

the moment and appreci- of the three games he’ d . petitive.”

ating that sometimes sac- played by late mornmg | McLain said he
rifices need to be made  “Dallin’s a perfect learned chess from hi
in the here-and-now in  example of thinking father, but add 3111"11 18
order to set yourself up ‘ahead, of not be]_ng stuck = all that Soig te e’s not
for a possible bettar posi- in the mire of tnday," o a }t Not

tion in the future. | _...Pugh added | his sons.

In other words —  Ken and Chrlstla sengsgl ta,}{lels chess very
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